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The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were established by the 191
Member States of the United Nations at the Millennium Summit in New York
in the year 2000. The MDGs set specific targets for reducing poverty, hunger,
iliness, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against
women, to be attained by 2015.
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Water is crucial to combating poverty, improving the health of humans and ecosystems, and fostering socioeconomic development. If there
is no access to a sustainable water supply, the MDGs will not be reached.

The latest United Nations reports indicate that progress towards attaining the MDGs has
been irregular and slow. The overall goals can only be reached through the sum of local
actions by communities throughout the world. Local commitment and the necessary
resources are therefore required if we are to attain the MDGs.
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